
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- June 15,  1966 

Appeal No. 8795 Richard J. Donohoe, e t  a l ,  a p p e l l a n t s .  

The Zoning Adminis t ra tor  of t h e  O i s t r i c t  of Columbia, appe l l ee .  

On motion duly  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  fo l lowing  Order w a s  e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on 
October 17 ,  1966. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- D e c .  16 ,  1966 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  appea l  f o r  permiss ion to  erect an o f f i c e  bu i ld ing  
wi th  roof s t r u c t u r e s  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  p rov i s ions  of Sec t ion  
3308 and t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  a va r i ance  from t h e  FAR p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  
same Sec t ion ,  a t  1510 H S t r e e t ,  NW., l o t s  34 and 807, square  211, 
be gran ted .  

From t h e  r eco rd  and t h e  evidence adduced a t  t h e  p u b l i c  hea r ing ,  
t h e  Board f i n d s  t h e  fol lowing f a c t s :  

(1.) The proposed s i t e  has  an a r e a  o f  5,883.0 square  f e e t  and 
i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  C-4 zoning d i s t r i c t .  

(2)  Appel lan ts  proposed t o  erect an o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  c o n s i s t i n g  
of 9 f l o o r s  w i th  an FAR of 51,353.25 square  feet. The t o t a l  per-  
m i t t e d  f l o o r  area i s  51,476.25 square  f e e t .  

(3)  The art ist 's  render ing  of t h e  proposed b u i l d i n g  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  f a c i n g  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f r o n t s  on H S t r e e t  t o  
t h e  same e x t e n t  as does t h e  Union T r u s t  Building.  

( 4 )  The proposed roof  s t r u c t u r e s  w i l l  c o n t a i n  mechanical  
equipment, s t a i r  penthouse,  cool ing  tower and e l e v a t o r  equipment 
room. I n  o r d e r  t o  house t h i s  equipment, it w a s  necessary  to use  
approximately 2,580 square  f e e t .  This  r e s u l t s  i n  a penthouse 
s t r u c t u r e  wi th  an FAR s l i g h t l y  i n  excess  of -25. 

(5)  The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  a narrow site wi th  a f ron tage  on H 
S t r e e t  of 53 f e e t  and a depth from H S t r e e t  of  111 f e e t .  

(6)  S u b s t a n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  e x i s t  bo th  t o  t h e  e a s t  and w e s t  
of t h e  proposed s i t e  and are i n  adverse  ownership. 



(7) A copy of t h e  appeal has been submitted t o  The Fine Arts 
Commission f o r  repor t  and recommendation. 

(8) By let ter  dated October 7 ,  1966, appe l l an t  requested 
t h a t  t h e  appeal be amended t o  include a variance from the  provisions 
of Sect ions 3308 and 5306 t o  permit construct ion of a penthouse 
with an FAR i n  excess of -25. 

(9 )  This appeal was f i l e d  and heard under plan by Wendell B. 
H a l l e t t ,  a r c h i t e c t ,  drawings NO. 3 and 6,  approved a s  noted by M r .  
Arthur P. Davis, m e m b e r  of t he  Board, on Ju ly  1 4 ,  1966. 

OPINION:  

The Board i s  of t h e  opinion t h a t  the  grant ing  of t h i s  appeal 
i s  i n  harmony with t h e  i n t e n t  and purpose of t h e  Zoning REgulations 
and w i l l  n o t  adversely a f f e c t  surrounding property.  W e  a r e  a l s o  of 
t he  apinion t h a t  appe l l an t s  have shown a hardship within t he  meaning 
of the Zoning Regulations s u f f i c i e n t  t o  permit t he  requested excess 
i n  roof s t r u c t u r e  FAR. Addit ional ly,  w e  be l ieve  t h a t  t he  r e l i e f  
can be granted without subs t an t i a l  detr iment  t o  t h e  public  good and 
without impairing t he  purposes and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  zoned plan a s  
embodied i n  t he  Zoning Regulations and maps. 


